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News in brief:
• Seatrade choose LCT: London
Container Terminal (LCT)
in Tilbury has secured a new fast
transit reefer service from Seatrade covering Pacific, New
Zealand, Peru & US East Coast.

• Record profit at Esbjerg: A high
level of activity at the Port of
Esbjerg in 2016 within wind, RoRo
traffic and car imports led to a
record turnover of EUR 30.94
million and a record net profit of
EUR 10.68 million for the year.

• New container service between

Record number of cruise vessels expected at Irish ports in 2017
Irish ports will have
their busiest ever cruise
ship season in 2017 with
over 300 cruise ships
scheduled to visit ports
and harbours around
the island. The record
year further extends the
success of the past
three years which has
seen a 50% increase in
the number of cruise
calls to Ireland.
Details of the record
numbers were released
by Cruise Ireland during
its attendance at Seatrade Cruise Global,
the world’s largest expo
for the cruise industry
which is taking place
this week in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.
Cruise Ireland, an AllIreland Marketing cooperative, believes that
there is scope for even
greater significant increases in the number
of cruise ship visits.
Joe O’Neill, Chairman of
Cruise Ireland and Belfast Harbour’s Commercial Director, said:
“In the past 10 years the
island of Ireland has
outperformed the European market place; recording average annual
growth in cruise passenger numbers of 13%

against the European
average across the
same period of
9%. Feedback from
cruise lines on their
experience of visiting
Ireland is very positive
and encouragingly the
cruise industry is projecting that demand
for Ireland as a cruise
destination will continue with a 14% growth
forecast to 2020.”
The island of Ireland
continues to deliver
world class experiences
for the international
cruise visitor and with
Titanic Belfast recently
being voted as the
world’s leading tourist
attraction we have a
broad range of world
class, must see attractions, right across the
island i.e. Guinness
Storehouse, Blarney
Castle, Giant’s Causeway and Cliffs of
Moher to name but a
few.”

s and Dun Laoghaire are also attracting
calls, spreading the
economic impact of the
cruise industry across
the whole island.
Mr O’Neill added:
“The members of
Cruise Ireland have
been attending Seatrade for over 21
years now and we are
realising the fruits of
our efforts with the
300+ calls the island
will receive this year. It
is essential that we are
here to ensure that the
potential of the island
is raised among each of
the Executives from the

Cruise Lines represented at this conference
to make sure that Ireland remains firmly
fixed as a destination
of choice offering multiple calls in close proximity and ultimately an
exceptional visitor experience.”
Cruise ships calling at
Irish ports range from
the largest vessels operating in Europe such
as the Royal Princess
with over 5,000 passengers and crew to
smaller expedition and
luxury vessels with just
50 passengers.

Cork and Liverpool: BG Freight
Line, a fully-owned subsidiary of
Peel Ports Group, is introducing a
new weekly container service
between Cork and Liverpool. This
is the first time the two ports
have been connected directly,
with the service starting on Monday 27 March.

• Progress on Portland Port’s
cruise berth extension: Progress
on Portland Port’s main cruise
berth, Outer Coaling Pier, continues at pace. Steel re-enforcement
is currently being installed in the
new outer dolphin with a view to
pouring first stage concrete in
early March 2017.

• For further information please
visit the 4AllPorts news pages:
www.4allports.com

“In the past 10 years Ireland has outperformed the European market place;
recording average annual growth in cruise passenger numbers of 13%
against the European average across the same period of 9%.”

Currently most cruise
ships to the island call
at ports in the major
cities of Dublin, Belfast and Cork, but
smaller ports such as
Galway, Londonderry, Waterford, Killybeg
Image source: Belfast Harbour
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Plans for new container terminal at Aalborg
Aalborg Havn A/S has
plans for a new, much
larger container terminal.
The terminal will be
located at the
180,000m2 site east of
the basin where the
existing container terminal is situated. The
depth of the water
alongside the 500m long
quay and crane coverage will meet the requirements for
feedermax vessels. The
terminal will offer all
facilities, including a
material yard, 24-hour
lay-ups, facilities for the
Danish tax authorities
(SKAT), veterinary facilities, etc.
Claus Holstein, CEO of
Aalborg Havn A/S stated: "All existing calcula-

tions indicate that
the Port of Aalborg’s container business will grow in the
future and that its capacity will run out in
2022 when the port
exceeds 100,000 TEU
per year.
In the future, we will
see more congestion
on the roads and increased use of more
environmentally
friendly forms of
transport. At the same
time, container traffic
in Aalborg will grow as
oceangoing vessels get
bigger, increasing their
dependency on a flexible, regional network
of feeder ports.
The future of Danish
container ports will be

determined by the development of feeder
connections to and
from principal ports
such as Hamburg,
Bremerhaven, Antwerp, Rotterdam and
Amsterdam. The Port
of Aalborg will also
attempt to retain and
develop transit goods,
primarily to and from
the North Atlantic and
secondarily to and
from the Baltic. It will
only make sense for
the gigantic oceangoing ships to sail between the major continental ports and to
allow feeder traffic to
handle smaller-scale
distribution."
The start date has not
yet been determined
but it is expected that

it will be possible to
commission a new
terminal within about
two years of initiation
of the project. The
existing container terminal will be available

for use during the building phase and, depending on general trends,
will also be functional in
the future. It could also
be modernised if necessary.
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Port of the Month - Eemshaven

Image source: Groningen Seaports

• With a water depth of 11m, Eemshaven is a deepwater port. There is more than 5km
of quay distributed over four basins. Eemshaven has multimodal access and with
quays as well as a public RoRo facilities, ramps, a jetty and various logistics service
providers it has all the facilities for transhipping goods. When the deepening of the
fairway between Eemshaven and the North Sea is completed in 2017 the port can be
accessed by even larger vessels, as the water depth will have increased to 14m.
Commercial Contact:
Erik Bertholet, e.bertholet@groningen-seaports.com, +31 (0) 623 939 275
Harbour Master:
André Bruijn, a.bruijn@groningen-seaports.com, +31 (0) 596 640 484

• Eemshaven is well situated to service the
offshore wind sector.
Recently Gemini, Race
Bank and Veja Mate
have all been constructed from Eemshaven.

ment of extra-heavy
cargoes such as wind
turbine components.

• Jack-up vessels can also
moor in front of certain
quays and use their own
cranes.

• A heavy load quay with
a maximum capacity of
30 tons/m2 and has
been specifically designed for the tranship-
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Port of Cromarty Firth secures two contracts for Beatrice
The Port of Cromarty
Firth has been awarded
two contracts by Seaway Heavy Lifting. These
contracts will support
the installation of
the Beatrice Offshore
Windfarm. The two contracts are worth approximately 10% of the
Port’s annual turnover.
The first of the two new
contracts is for berth
and laydown space and
the second is for office
space at the Port. Work
will commence during
the second quarter of

2017 and Beatrice
installation activity is
scheduled for 2017
and 2018.
The project will utilise
the Port’s newest development, Berth Five,
which was an investment of £25m made
by the Port to attract
more work from the
renewables sector. The
project was partfunded by Highlands
and Islands Enterprise
and the European Regional Development
Fund. The berth

opened in December
2015 and was used by
the Corriemoille Onshore Windfarm project last year.
Bob Buskie, Chief Executive of the Port of
Cromarty Firth, said:
“We are delighted to
have won these highlevel contracts which
will help secure jobs in
the Firth. In light of the
challenges in North
Sea oil and gas, we
have adapted our
structure to focus more
on new business devel-

opment opportunities. These contracts
demonstrate that this
strategy is already
delivering results.
“It is fantastic that
Seaway Heavy Lifting
are using the new
berth, as we designed
it with offshore renewable projects in mind.
We know that the Port
is well placed for the
Beatrice Offshore
Windfarm, as demonstrated by other organisations in the
Cromarty Firth success-

fully winning contracts.
We’re hopeful that this
new project will now
lead to further contracts
for companies operating
in the Firth.”
The Beatrice project is a
joint venture between
SSE Renewables Limited,
SDIC Power of China and
Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners. It is situated in the Outer Moray
Firth off the east coast
of Scotland and it is expected that the wind
farm will be operational
by 2019.

Greenock Ocean Terminal to double business
Scotland’s deepest container terminal expects
to double its business in
the next five years
thanks to the opening
of £400m ‘sister’ terminal – Liverpool2.
Owned by Peel Ports,
Greenock Ocean Terminal has projected that it
will handle 200,000 TEU
(twenty foot equivalent
units) containers a year
by 2021, representing a
100% increase on today’s 100,000 units.
Image source: Peel Ports

Andrew Hemphill, Port
Director, Peel Ports’
Clydeport explains:
“The opening of Liverpool2 has transformed
the playing field for us,
bringing deep-sea connections much closer
to Scotland and we are
now in a unique position thanks to our Irish
Sea Hubs. Mega ocean
container ships can
now call directly into
Liverpool, which acts
as a feeder hub to us in

Greenock, Ireland and
Manchester, allowing
closer import and export routes to market.
“It is a more commercially viable, sustainable way to move goods
around by sea. Our
connections will take
traffic off of Britain’s
already busy motorways and offer a
cheaper more environmentally responsible
method of transportation.

“Once news spreads
about our new capabilities I expect shipping
lines will see our Irish
Sea Hub as an attractive alternative to the
status quo.”
The destinations of the
containers that already
come through the port
vary, with many making their way to various whisky bonds
along the Scottish
West Coast to be loaded and brought back to
Greenock for shipment
to the Americas.
Located on the Firth of
Clyde, Greenock Ocean
Terminal officially
opened in 1969. The
50 acre facility has
evolved over time and
recently invested
£1.6m in straddle carrier to improve operations for its global customer base, with further investment
planned.
Future plans include
extending the quayside
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by 150m to support
larger vessels coming
into Greenock. The site
is also home to three
cranes that have the
ability to lift loads of up
to 40 tonnes and outreach across 13 containers.
Another of the Port’s
key selling points for
cargo owners is that it
has 25,000m2 of modern
multiuser warehousing
and up to 80 reefer
points.

If you wish to submit a news
story, advertise within the
newsletter or to have your
port featured as ‘Port of the
Month’ please contact us:
info@4allports.com
+44 1502 307 037
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Contaminated clay used to build new freight terminal
The Port of Gothenburg is planning to make
use of contaminated
clay from the seabed to
build a new freight terminal. The method is
currently being tested
as part of large-scale
field trials using dredging spoils from the Göta
Älv river. The first barges loaded with spoils
arrived on 27 March.
The Port of Gothenburg is building a new
freight terminal at the
outer port area at

Hisingen. The terminal,
covering 220,000m2,
will be built using clay
spoils from the Göta
Älv river, taken up as
part of routine dredging to maintain the
river depth.
Dredging spoils in the
river are contaminated
by a variety of substances, including TBT,
tributyltin, an environmental toxin that can
disrupt hormone levels. Until 2008, it was
included as an antibio-

cide in antifouling
paints used on the
hulls of ships and
boats. To ensure the
spoils can be enclosed
safely without seeping
into the surroundings,
exhaustive trials are
being conducted.
The method has already been tested in
the laboratory. Largescale field trials are
about to commence
using dredging spoils
taken from the area
around the Göta Älv

Bridge.
The field trials include
testing two different
combinations of materials. The first involves
mixing the spoils with
cement and slag, and
the other involves
mixed the spoils with
cement, slag and fly
ash – a considerably
cheaper and ecofriendlier alternative.
Eduardo Epifanio, project manager at
Gothenburg Port Authority said:

“There is no suitable
landfill site for contaminated spoil volumes of
this size. This is a good
way of using the spoils
and at the same time
helping to clean up the
river. It worked well in
the laboratory and now
it will be tested on a
larger scale. It is important to ensure that
no environmental toxins
escape into the water
and that the strength
and durability specifications are met.”

Expanding facilities at Amsterdam
The HoogTij business
estate in the Municipality of Zaanstad is expanding its facilities with the
addition of two new
structures: a port site
and a seaport wharf.
The cross-port will run
parallel to the North Sea
Canal and will measure
approximately 40m in
width and 900m in
length. The wharf provides access to seagoing
vessels with a depth of
up to 10m. The first seagoing vessel is scheduled
to moor in summer
2018.
The addition of a port
site plus seaport wharf
in the HoogTij business
park contributes to the
appeal of the 130hectare business site as
a whole. The construction of the wharf coincides with the diversion
of the Kanaaldijk dike
along the North Sea Canal and the construction
of a 10-hectare developed industrial site, the

completion date of
which has been
brought forward. The
combination of these
various works is expected to boost the
competitive performance of the North
Sea Canal area.
In developing and operating the area, the
Port is focusing on
businesses that facilitate large wind farms
on the North Sea and
logistics companies.
The site is also suitable
for businesses classified into higher environmental categories,
including those operating in the circular
economy. Port of Amsterdam also intends
to experiment with
plug-and-play warehousing: a brand-new
concept that meets
the need for greater
flexibility in the storage of seasonal trading
goods and commodity
goods.

Port of Amsterdam
CEO Koen Overtoom:
"In taking on the development of the HoogTij
business park, we are
boosting the competitiveness of the North
Sea Canal Area. This is
an attractive location
for logistics services
providers given its vicinity to the water and
the fact that it’s closely
located to various exit
roads."
Dennis Straat, Alderman for the Municipality of Zaanstad:
"These investments in
HoogTij will provide
additional space and
opportunities, both for
large seagoing vessels
and for new businesses. It also provides us
with the flexibility we
need to facilitate businesses that are looking
to expand or are currently located in areas
undergoing development."
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