4ALLPORTS News Update May 2017
News in brief:
• Briggs Marine expands at Liverpool Port: Briggs Marine has
announced it is expanding in the
North West of England with new
water-side facilities in Port of
Liverpool.

• Marseille to cut port dues for
eco ships: Marseille Fos has
joined the World Ports Climate
Initiative (WPCI) and is now set to
reduce port dues for ships performing better than required
under air pollution regulations.
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• Next phase of Fishing hub devel-

Brent Delta arrives at Seaton Port
The head of Able UK
says that its offshore
decommissioning facility
on Teesside has ‘again
demonstrated that it
remains a world leader
in an industry which is
set to expand for decades to come.’
The company’s founder
and Executive Chairman
Peter Stephenson was
speaking after the massive Brent Delta topside
was brought in to the
company’s Able Seaton
Port in preparation for a
decommissioning process which will see at
least 97% of the structure re-cycled.
The 24,200-tonne structure was transported
from the Brent oil and
gas field north-east of
the Shetland Islands in a
complex operation, using the largest construction vessel ever built,
the Allseas Pioneering
Spirit. After arriving off
the North East coast the
topside was transferred
to a 200m long barge,
the Iron Lady which was
successfully moored at
Able’s specialist facility
on 2nd of May.
In the coming days the
topside will be skidded

onto the new multimillion-pound ASP
Quay Six, one of the
strongest in Europe,
for the start of the
decommissioning.
Mr Stephenson stated:
“Today is a triumph for
everyone involved in
one of the heaviest lifts
ever to take place—
especially our partners
Shell and Allseas, with
whom we have worked
for several years to
meet the huge technical challenges involved.
“For our company it is
the clearest possible
vindication of our determination to establish Able Seaton Port as
a world-class facility.
The Brent decommissioning project is the
most significant project of its type to date
and of crucial importance to us is the
fact that Able was selected against an initial
longlist of 131 potential disposal yards.
“It has involved a big
commitment on our
part—we have invested c. £28m in the new
quay and associated
developments—we

believe that the investment is worthwhile, not
just for this contract
but the potential for us
to be at the forefront of
a business which is set
to grow to meet the
need to decommission
platforms as they come
to the end of their operational lives.

we will conduct detailed surveys in preparation for the decommissioning programme
which we expect to
complete within 12
months.”

“This marks the start of
our work on the Brent
Delta platform. The
next stage over the
coming days will be its
transfer to the new
Quay Six after which

opment at Lerwick: With the
fishing industry making good use
of Lerwick Harbour’s new Holmsgarth North jetty, the Shetland
port is looking to the next phase
in developing a new hub for the
sector.

• Peel Ports appoints new Container Director: Peel Ports, owner and
developer of the £400m Liverpool2 deep-water container terminal, has appointed APM Terminals’ Jouke Schaap to head up its
entire container operations.

• Record results for Blyth: Port of
Blyth has announced record financial results for the second
consecutive year as turnover
grew by 17% to £23.2m in 2016.

• €75m logistics boost for Barcelona: The logistics zone (ZAL Port)
of the Port of Barcelona is receiving a loan from the European
Investment Bank (EIB) to finance
the construction of new logistics
and warehousing facilities enabling it to both increase its capacity and improve its efficiency and
sustainability.

• Pacific Orca arrives at Great
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Yarmouth: Swire Blue Oceans
jack-up installation vessel Pacific
Orca has arrived at the Port of
Great Yarmouth. It has also recently installed the first 3 turbines
for Galloper offshore wind farm.

• For further information please
visit the 4AllPorts news pages:
www.4allports.com
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Tilbury secures UK's first AEO accreditation for a multipurpose port
The Port of Tilbury, has
recently been awarded
an internationally recognised quality mark – the
Authorised Economic
Operator (AEO) - issued
by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs
(HMRC).
The Port of Tilbury is the
first multipurpose port
in the UK to receive full
AEO status for security
and customs simplification processes. The accreditation follows a full
site audit at the port by
the HMRC which thoroughly reviewed the
port’s operational processes, IT, security, storage, procurement and
HR procedures.
The AEO accreditation
recognises that the customs controls and pro-

cedures at the port are
efficient, compliant
and secure.
Paul Dale, Asset and
Site Director at the
Port of Tilbury said:
“This is excellent and
significant news for the
Port of Tilbury as we
are the first multipurpose port in the UK to
be recognised with full
AEO status. We have
always provided an
efficient and secure
process, but this accreditation also gives
our customers the reassurance that we
have robust processes
in place.”
Charles Hammond,
Chief Executive of
Forth Ports, owners of
The Port of Tilbury
said:

“We are thrilled that
the Port of Tilbury has
been awarded full AEO
status. As the

base who will continue
to benefit from working with us under this
quality accreditation.”

UK’s moves towards
Brexit, this internationally recognised award
is extremely positive
for both the port and
our diverse customer

If you wish to submit a news
story, advertise within the
newsletter or to have your
port featured as ‘Port of the
Month’ please contact us:
info@4allports.com
+44 1502 307 037
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Port of the Month - Ipswich
• The Port of Ipswich, situated at the head of the River
Orwell and 12 miles from the open sea, is within a short
sailing time from the North Sea shipping lanes. The
major trunk roads A14 and A12 are both within easy
reach and have connections to the M1 and M25 respectively. The Port also had an active rail line at its West
Bank Terminal.

• A total of £5.4m was invested into the Port in 2016 to
upgrade facilities and replace equipment.

• In 2016 a total of 743 ships called at the port, up 8%
The Dijksgracht

The MS National Geographic Explorer

from 2015 figures. Gross tonnage rose by 13% to 2.6
million gross tonnes.

• The MS National Geographic Explorer cruise ship recently called at the port. Paul Ager, ABP Divisional Port
Manager said: “Attracting cruise ships of this high calibre is important to us. That is why we are committed to
the continued improvement of services at our ports,
which is part of an extensive and ongoing programme
of investment by ABP to keep us at the forefront of the
industry.”

• Ipswich Port recently welcomed the Dijksgracht, the
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Commercial Contact: Andrew Harston, aharston@abports.co.uk, +44 1473 231010
Port Control: onsipswich@abports.co.uk, +44 1473 211 066

largest vessel to ever call at the port. At 156.93m long,
she arrived at Ipswich with a shipment of 10,500 tonnes
of rice from Texas, USA for the Ipswich Grain Terminal.
The rice was discharged at the Orwell Bulk Terminal,
which was opened last year after a £2.2m investment.
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MHI Vestas expands at Esbjerg
Construction of a
5,600sqm facility is underway at the Port of
Esbjerg to house manufacturing of Power Converter Modules (PCM)
exclusively for MHI Vestas.
The Port of Esbjerg has
held a public tender for
development of the
building. The hi-tech
facility will create a dedicated space for PCM
assembly, located close
to pre-assembly, and
will enable the company
to further utilise the

Port of Esbjerg’s expanding offshore wind
expertise.
MHI Vestas Chief Manufacturing Officer,
Robert Borin, said:
“Since MHI Vestas
brought the gamechanging V164 – 8.0
MW turbine to the
offshore wind market,
we have, as expected,
seen extraordinary
demand for the
platform. The next
phase of our production plan calls for a
hiring ramp up for

blade manufacturing in
Nakskov, nacelle production in Lindø, and
Power Converter Modules (PCM’s) at the
Port of Esbjerg. PCM
modules will be assembled in Esbjerg from
quarter 4 2017.”
“MHI Vestas is proud
to be a major contributor to the development
of manufacturing skillsets and the establishment of competence
centres throughout
regional Denmark.
We’re excited to see
the next manufacturing phase taking shape

as we remain dedicated to putting the best
turbines in the water
safely and on time.”
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22 new recruits for Liverpool2
Twenty two new positions have been filled at
the Liverpool2 container terminal, with all the
successful recruits coming within a 15 mile
radius of the port.
The majority of the
posts are highly skilled
positions within the
operations control room
for the new container
facility, which opened in
November last year.
Other roles include operations analysts, operational co-ordinators

and a yard strategy
manager. The new
intake also includes
four women.
Colin Darroch, Head of
Container Terminal
Operations said:
“It must be an exceptionally rare occurrence to have an entire
intake selected from so
close to the port. The
feedback that we’re
getting is there’s a real
buzz about what’s happening at the Port of
Liverpool. The opening

of the new container
terminal is one important aspect of
course, especially with
the new ship-to-shore
cranes being so visible.
But there’s been so
much investment in
different facilities to
handle different cargo
types. And that’s contributing to a sense
that we’re entering a
new era for the port
and indeed Liverpool’s
status as one of the

UK’s main trade gateways.”
Caroline Clark, Business and Automation
Process Manager added:
“It’s important to
stress that the four
women we have recruited were all appointed on merit. However, we’re especially
pleased to welcome
them, as it sends a
positive message
about the prospects for
females in the mari-

time industry. We are
strong supporters of
efforts to encourage
more women into STEM
professions and hope
that we can attract even
more to future vacancies.”
Most of the new joiners
started in the last few
weeks, with the remainder due to join before
the end of May.

If you wish to submit a news
story, advertise within the
newsletter or to have your
port featured as ‘Port of the
Month’ please contact us:
info@4allports.com
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Packed schedule of cruise calls for Tyne
The Port of Tyne is set
to accept yet another
packed schedule of
cruise calls this summer.
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines
continues to make Tyne
one of the home ports
for its flagship, Balmoral, the largest of its
fleet.
Balmoral will be sailing
in to the Port of Tyne for
its second ‘turnaround
cruise season on Thursday 25 May, the first of
Fred. Olsens 13 sailings
direct from the Port
during 2017.
Making the Port of Tyne
one of the home ports
for Balmoral also means
that Fred. Olsen will be

stocking the ship with
provisions while docking at the Ports purpose-built cruise berth
- Northumbrian Quay
in North Shields.
In a recent Economic
Impact Assessment of
the Port of Tynes contribution from its
cruise and ferry business, it was estimated
that around £51m is
added to the regional
Gross Value Added
(GVA) due to a combination of visitor spend
and supply chain logistics.
Nolan Gray, Port of
Tyne Business Development Director, said:

"The Ports cruise business continues to grow
with over 50 calls this
year and this success is
testament to how well
our region is connected
in terms of transport
links - not just for passengers travelling from
Scotland, the North
West, East Midlands
and further afield and
to a comprehensive
supply chain that
cruise ships require for
stores and provisions.
It is great to see Fred.
Olsen Cruise Lines return with Balmoral and
we hope that the continued success of our
cruise operations continues to positively
impact the economy."
During the 2017 cruise
season from the Port
of Tyne, Fred. Olsen
Cruise Lines will be
offering cruises to destinations that include
the Norwegian fjords,
the Baltics, Spitsbergen, Spain, Russia, the
German Waterways
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and around the British
Isles.
Clare Ward, Director of
Product and Customer
Services for Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines, said:
"We are very excited to
be basing Balmoral at
the Port of Tyne for her
second cruise season
from Newcastle, during
May to September
2017, as it means that
we are able to offer
guests in the North
East an even greater
number of cruise departures than ever
before, with a choice of
13 in total.

services from the Port of
Tyne, and has been operating regular cruise
calls from Newcastle
since 2006. Since then,
Fred. Olsen has seen
bookings departing from
the Port of Tyne soar,
with our Norwegian
fjords cruises selling out
in record time.
"The Port of Tyne is ideally placed for our everpopular Norway, Scandinavian and Baltic itineraries, and we can save
up to three days cruising
time sailing from Newcastle to Norway than
from Southern ports."

"Fred. Olsen has over
100 years of heritage
in running passenger
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Construction progress at Cuxhaven
The construction of a
new quayside at Cuxhaven is progressing at
pace.
Due to heavy utilisation
the decision was made
to expand the Port in
April 2016. The new
quayside will expand
the currently multipurpose facilities at Europakai.
Connected to the southeast via the existing
multi-purpose terminal
the new quayside will

have a total length of
240m. Adjacent, storage and transhipment
facilities will be created on an area of about
8.5 hectares. The new
berth is also suitable
for jack-up vessels.
Holger Banik, Managing Director of Niedersachsenports GmbH &
Co. KG and JadeWeserPort Realisierungs
GmbH said:
"With the construction
of the berth, we take

account of the latest
developments in the
port. The new terminal
for offshore, heavy
cargo and project loading is to be used extensively."
A total of €36m will be
invested in the project.
The construction work
on the infrastructure is
to be completed by the
end of 2017.
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