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PD Ports slams rail decision

News in brief:
 Blyth energy hub grows: Texo
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The reported decision to
upgrade the 76-mile
Trans-Pennine route
between Leeds and
Manchester at a cost of
£3b without any provision for freight traffic is
both unwelcome and
deeply troubling for the
economy and businesses in the North of England, according to port
operator PD Ports.
PD Ports stated that the
Trans-Pennine route is a
key element in its own
development and capacity provisions need to
take into consideration
the growing demand for

freight movements,
which allow major
northern links to become viable. It is urging that both the DfT
and MP Chris Grayling
reconsider this exclusion and make the
right decision on behalf of a growing UK
economy.
In a statement regarding the approval of the
route PD Ports said:
"After more than two
years of assurances
from the Department
for Transport that rail
freight was to be an
integral part of the

scheme, this
decision represents a concerning lastminute reversal that would
serve to negatively impact
the growth
prospects of
the region.
"The demand
for freight in the region
is clear and measurable. Teesport experienced more growth in
volume than any other
UK port in 2017 with a
number of recordbreaking results at its
container terminal facilities, handling more
than half a million TEUs
(twenty foot equivalent
unit) a year. In November 2014, a £3m+ intermodal rail terminal
opened at the port,
initially designed to
service existing container business which
has delivered con-

sistent growth in volumes of some 12%
year-on-year for the
last seven years. This
growth was a catalyst
in PD Ports’ decision to
build the rail terminal,
which continues to see
a significant modal
shift amongst customers with rail volumes
surpassing 40,000
units mat (moving annual total) with an
anticipated 50% uplift
by 2029."
"There is a significant
demand from our customers to be able to
move freight east to
west through this
Northern corridor allowing shorter distances to be covered by
rail. Without a viable
alternative route for
rail freight with the
necessary capacity and
gauge, the growth we
are experiencing will
be limited and at risk
of reducing due to

Copenhagen Malmö developing automated terminal
The development of a
new terminal at Copenhagen Malmö Port is
underway which is
scheduled to be completed by the end of
2021. The terminal will
be semi-automatic,
which means that the
handling will be mainly
automatic.
Right now the authorities are conducting an
environmental assess-

ment of the entire project – an extensive task
which is expected to
be completed during
the coming six months.
The new container
terminal will be
85,000m2 in size and
have a depth of water
of 12.5m. This is 2.5m
deeper than the terminal currently is and will
aims to allow future
feeder ships to be han-

dled at the terminal.
Povl Dolleris Røjkjær
Ungar, COO Cars, General Cargo and Container
within CMP. “Modern
logistics solutions refers
to a digitalised facility
which delivers better and
more stable freight
flows, in other words,
more automated flows
with faster, smoother
handling throughout the
logistics chain.”

CFS will join the offshore energy
hub at the Port of Blyth once a
brand new £700,000 facility at its
South Harbour terminal is completed. Texo Group is an Inspection, Engineering, Procurement
and Construction specialist for
multiple sectors, including: Oil &
Gas, Clean Energy & Renewables,
Marine, Nuclear, Telecommunications, Utilities and critical civil/
Infrastructure.

 Port of Tyne appoints CEO: The
Port of Tyne in North East England has appointed Matt Beeton
as Chief Executive Officer with
effect from 7 January. Matt joins
the Port from APT Business Solutions a transport consultancy
which has provided advice and
support to organisations including
Transport for the North and
Transport for Greater Manchester.

 COSCO SHIPPING Ports takes
stake in Beibu Gulf: COSCO SHIPPING Ports Limited, a leading
ports operator in the world, has
announced that it has subscribed
for 70,943,455 shares of Beibu
Gulf Port Co., Ltd. for a total consideration of approximately RMB
470 million (approximately $6.86
million). The shares accounts for
approximately 4.34% of Beibu
Gulf Port’s total issued shares.

 Brineflow makes way in Great
Yarmouth: Brineflow Properties
and Handling Ltd is undertaking a
£4m relocation and expansion at
Great Yarmouth Energy Park
following a commercial agreement with Great Yarmouth Borough Council. This releases this
prime 2-hectare (5-acre) site,
which will be promoted by the
council to businesses in the offshore wind and gas platform
decommissioning sectors.

The port stated that
cranes, machinery and
vehicles will be powered
by renewable fuels. The
sustainability aspects are
also included at all times
 Nokia Drives Digitalisation at
in the choice of energy
Finland Terminal : Nokia and
solutions for heating,
Ukkoverkot, a Finland-based
materials and technolonetwork provider, have supplied a
gies to be used in conprivate LTE network to the Port of
HaminaKotka, allowing the port
struction of the termito develop digital solutions.
nal.

www.4allports.com | +44 1502 307037 | info@4allports.com

For further information please visit
the 4AllPorts news pages:
www.4allports.com
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REBO to support SeaMade
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REBO (Renewable Energy Base Oostende) has
signed an agreement

with Siemens Gamesa
Renewable Energy to
support the installa-

tion of 58 offshore
wind turbines for
the Mermaid and Seast
ar offshore wind farms.
In 2020, the REBO site
will be used for the
construction and relocation of the towers,
nacelles and blades for
the SeaMade wind
farm. Today REBO is
signing an agreement
for this project with

Siemens Gamesa.
The two projects, also
known collectively as
SeaMade, are located
approximately 40 to
50km off the coast of
Ostend, Belgium
in water depths ranging between 22- 38m.
SeaMade will be developed by SeaMade
N.V., a joint venture of
the Otary group (70%),

Electrabel (Engie)
(17.5%) and Eneco Wind
Belgium (12.5%).
The two projects will
have a combined capacity of 487MW and will
comprise of 58 Siemens
Gamesa SG 8.0-167
DD turbines each with
an individual installed
capacity of 8.4 MW
mounted on monopile
foundations.

Halo facility opens at London Gateway
SH Pratt Group has
opened a bespoke temperature controlled
warehouse - home to
its new business, Halo at DP World London
Gateway’s Logistics
Park in a bid to reduce
food miles and increase
freshness in perishable
and chilled supply
chains.

The warehouse’s location, less than one mile
from DP World’s London Gateway port, 28
miles from central London and with easy access to all major road
networks, will add value to products coming
across the quay, saving
time and money.
As well as getting
goods to customers

fresher and faster. SH
Pratt Group officially
opened the facility,
which handles a large
variety of temperature
controlled, chilled and
frozen products, in
November having commenced occupation in
June to undertake a
three-month bespoke
fit out.
The 108,555 square

foot facility at DP
World London Gateway’s Logistics Park
was completed in less
than 24 weeks, under
budget and within just
eight months of the
planning application
first being submitted.
Robert Wells, Chairman, SH Pratt Group
said: “This is a state-ofthe-art, fully accredit-

ed, fully focused facility, which coupled with
the Group’s sister company, Kinship Logistics,
and its ideal location at
DP World London Gateway Logistics Park, will
be able to pass on tangible savings to customers and also reduce
demurrage by offering
a rapid turnaround.”

PD Ports inks British Gypsum deal
PD Ports has signed a
multi-million pound,
five-year contract with
British Gypsum for bulk
handling. Part of the
Saint-Gobain group,
British Gypsum, which
is the UK-based manufacturer in plaster and
plasterboard products
for the construction
industry, will bring
shipments from Europe
directly into Teesport
every two weeks where
it will be stored in a
new bulks warehousing

facility.
The contract is expected to create four
new jobs at the port to
handle British Gypsum’s UK gypsum rock
imports, a component
in the manufacturing
process, destined for
the firm’s Yorkshire
and Cumbrian based
facilities.
Through Teesport’s
dedicated rail terminal
directly linked to the
bulks facility, trains will
run six days a week,

providing British Gypsum with a solution for
its UK imports.
Frans Calje, PD Ports’
CEO, commented:
“As a deep sea port and
with the capability to
handle larger vessels
with direct rail links
from port side to customer we are able to
provide British Gypsum
with the best service
possible.
As part of our longterm growth strategy
we have seen in excess

of £50M invested in the
last few years to develop and expand our
platform to support the
increased demand to

serve the UK’s bulks
and aggregates market
from Teesport.“
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ABP stores Hornsea One blades
ABP has secured a 12month contract with
Siemens Gamesa for
providing a storage site
for 37 wind turbine
blades destined
for Hornsea Project
One. A six-acre area
located at the Port of
Hulls Eastern Access, on
King George Dock, is

now being leased for
the storage of the
75m, 30 tonne blades.
An operation is underway to transport the
fibreglass blades nearly two miles from the
current site on Alexandra Dock.
The process involves a
remote-controlled

loader being guided by
an operator to carefully transport the blades
through the port to its
new location at 5mph.
Each blade takes
around 1 hour 15
minutes to move, so
transport is conducted
during the early hours
of the morning to

cause minimal disruption to port traffic.
To help facilitate further investment in the
city and port, Hull City
Council has made improvements to the
Northern Gateway
Roundabout to help
facilitate the movement of abnormal

loads.
The council utilised
funding from the Green
Port Growth Programme
to create a route
through the centre of
the junction and parttime signals to control
traffic during the movements.

EMO to operate Eemshaven heliport
EMS Maritime Offshore
GmbH (EMO) is to be
the operator of the
newly constructed heliport in Groningen’s
Eemshaven following
the signing of a longterm operation contract
today. Groningen Seaports remains the owner of the infrastructure
needed for the heliport.
An increasing number
of companies working in
the offshore wind and
other industry are using
Eemshaven as a base
for their activities. ac-

cording to EMO. It is
necessary to use helicopters in addition to
ships for the transport
of personnel and tools
because of the large
distances to the offshore wind farms.
The new heliport infrastructure – including a
take-off and landing
area – is located in the
north-western part of
Eemshaven, close to
the Borkum ferry service. The total site covers an area of approximately 4.5 hectares,

of which approximately 1.35 hectares is airfield.
As well as a helicopter
landing area, the site

contains helicopter
parking stands and,
depending on developments, a number of
small buildings may be

built in the future, such
as a hangar and/or an
office/work/reception
area for the helicopter
operations.

Image source: EMS Maritime Offshore GmbH

Discounts for green shipping in Rotterdam
From the start of 2019,
the Port of Rotterdam
Authority will widen
and facilitate the Green
Award discount for seagoing shipping. The discount is aimed to encourage green shipping
in the liquid bulk segment. From 2019 onwards, certified chemical tankers and seagoing vessels with a
cargo capacity (DWT) of
less than 20,000 tons
may also make use of

the scheme.
Also new for 2019 is
that the Port Authority
is making the port
dues process more
customer friendly for
shipping lines whose
vessels call at the Port
of Rotterdam. In close
collaboration with the
market, the billing process will be more complete, quicker and
more transparent. The
changes to the billing
of seaport, buoy and

dolphin dues, together
with waste charges will
be implemented first.
They will be completed
in 2019. In addition, in
2019 Rotterdam aims
to launch the modernisation of its inland
shipping system to
increase the ease of
use.
As the Port of Rotterdam Authority, Deltalinqs, VRC and VNPI
agreed in 2017, the
port tariffs for the port

of Rotterdam will be
increased by 1% in
2019.
The port tariffs were
then set for the years
2018-2020.
In line with the threeyear agreement, the
Port Authority will
adopt the specific
measures, such as
transhipment discounts for containers,
to strengthen Rotterdam's position as a
container hub and the
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port tariffs for tankers
carrying crude oil will be
set at 1.5% below the
general increase.
This means the difference between port tariffs for sea-going vessels
carrying mineral oil
products will be further
reduced compared to
those charged by surrounding seaports. The
inland shipping dues will
rise by 1% per year for
the next three years.
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ABP Hull signs deep sea trade deal
A new service for ABP’s
Hull Container Terminal
has been agreed offering deep-sea connections to the rest of the
world for the first time
in its history.
The agreement between
ABP and Maersk, one of
the world’s largest container shipping lines, has
been established to

open a trading link to
the Far East and further afield.
The service begins in
the new year into the
21-acre container terminal in Hull which has
seen recent investment by ABP.
The weekly feeder
vessels are expected to
see ABP handle around

240 boxes per week,
equivalent to 12,000
containers per year.
“Unlocking this new
trade gateway to the
rest of the world is not
only significant for the
local economy, but
also for the national
and international economy,” said Simon Bird,
ABP Humber Director.

“We’re proud to welcome the world’s largest container shipping
line, Maersk, on board
to the Hull Container
Terminal, and we look
forward to strengthening our partnership
and building further
trade links.”
“We have recently invested £50 million into
these terminals includ-

ing our two £10.5 million gantry cranes at the
Hull Container Terminal,” added Bird.
ABP stated its four ports
on the Humber
(Grimsby, Goole, Immingham and Hull) handle around 17% of all of
the UK’s seaborne
trade. Every year the
ports handle £75 billion
worth of trade.

Ørsted building Borssele base
The construction of the
onshore base for
the Borssele
1&2 offshore farm has
kicked off in the outer
Port of Vlissingen, the
Netherlands. The base
will provide an area for
service vessels to load
up with equipment and
technicians to support
the Dutch project.
Ørsted won the rights
to Borssele 1&2 in July
2016 with an average
bid strike price, excluding transmission costs,

of 72.70 EUR/MWh for
the first 15 years of the
projects operation. The
project will have a capacity of 752MW and is
located 23km off the
coast of Zeeland
(Westkappele). It is expected to provide power to around 500,000
households once completed; currently scheduled for 2020.
Last week Bladt Industries secured an order
for an additional 24
transition pieces

for Borssele 1&2 . Earlier on in the year Bladt
was named as one of
the foundation suppliers
for the Dutch project. Its
original scope was the
fabrication of 35 transition pieces for which
work kicked off in November in Aalborg, Denmark.
Sif Group and EEW SPC
will produce 47 monopiles each (94 total).
EEW SPCs subsidiary EW
OSB has been commissioned to supply 35

transition pieces for the
project.
GeoSea (part of DEME
Group) has been awarded a contract for transportation and installation of the 94 foundations and turbines. The
contract scope also includes scour protection
supply and installation.
Other main contractors
include A2SEA (a subsidiary of GeoSea) which
will provide installation
vessels to transport and
install the 94 Siemens

Gamesa SG 8.0167 direct drive turbines
with a 167m rotor.
Furthermore, Van Oord
has been awarded the
contract to transport,
install and bury 167km
inter array cables and
will deploy its dedicated
cable-laying vessel Nexus and trencher
Dig-It to install and bury
the cables to a depth of
2m. The wind farm is
one of two located of
the Dutch coast which
was tendered in 2016.
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