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Québec Port Authority forges Belgium ties
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The Québec Port Authority (QPA) has signed
partnership agreements
with three ports in Belgium.
The QPA and the Port of
Zeebrugge signed a
partnership agreement
aimed at engaging dialogue between the two
ports on shared issues
and establishing commercial ties. This new
partnership arose from
a desire to develop synergies between the two
ports, which share com-

mon features and challenges. The two ports
will be able to work
collaboratively together in key commercial
areas for both: containers, automobile
terminals and many
other commercial aspects. It will also provide opportunities to
discuss and share port
know-how and best
practices, sustainable
port management, city
–port relationships,
and any commercial

data that may be of
interest to both parties.
QPA and North Sea
Port have signed a
partnership agreement
to address a number of
issues facing both
ports. The agreement
is aimed to foster collaboration in key commercial sectors, including cereals, ore, and
the forestry industry. It
will also provide opportunities to discuss and
share port know-how
and best practices,
sustainable port management, city–port
relationships, and any
commercial data that
may be of interest to
both parties.
An agreement was also
signed between QPA
and The Port of Brussels which aims to allow them to jointly
apprehend issues that
are common to both

ports. The desire to
conclude this partnership stems from the
desire to develop synergies between two
Ports that share common characteristics
and challenges. They
are both maritime and
river ports respectively
managing assets
owned by public authorities and have
French as a common
working language.
Furthermore, QPA
stated that they are
both strategically positioned geographically
to enable them to
serve their respective
hinterlands. They are
also located in urban
areas and are therefore convinced of the
need to integrate
better in this landscape, with a view to
cohabitate with surrounding stakeholders.

PD Ports signs five-year deal with steel traders
One of the UK’s largest
steel traders has signed
a new five year deal
with PD Ports at Groveport, the inland port
complex on the River
Trent that has direct sea
access along the Humber Estuary.
All Steels Trading imports steel from all over
the world and sells to
both stockholders and
end users. It offers the
delivery of steel products in the UK and Europe within 48 hours
from the time of order.
Geoff Lippitt, Business

Development Director
at PD Ports, commented: “We have a very
experienced team handling steel products at
Groveport and we are
both delighted and
proud to have further
strengthened our longstanding relationship
with All Steels Trading
as UK port of choice for
the next five years and
beyond.
“We have vast experience in and knowledge
of the markets steel
traders operate in and
our steel handling op-

erations reflect the care
and attention to detail
we offer in this sector.
“As well as the excellent
transport links for road
deliveries into the UK
network, a key benefit of
using Groveport is that
we have a 19,200 sq.m
covered warehouse with
direct quay access that
provides a comprehensive service for our steel
customers. With an additional 41,000 sq.m of
covered warehousing
and a surfaced open
storage area we can
offer at total of 450,000

News in brief:
 Port of Philadelphia welcomes
new cranes: PhilaPort recently
received its first two postPanamax cranes at the Packer
Avenue Marine Terminal after a
ninety-day journey from Shanghai, China.

 Deepwater Wind selects construction ports: Deepwater Wind
has identified three South Coast
cities, New Bedford, Fall River and
Somerset, as possible locations
for the construction of wind turbine foundations Revolution
Wind off the coast of Massachusetts.

 Eemshaven prepares for helipad
infrastructure: Preparations are
underway at Eemshaven for the
construction of a heliport. Contract documents for building the
basic infrastructure have now
been put out for tender, and the
award of the contract is planned
for the end of April according to
the Port Authority.

 Buckie offshore wind upgrade on
track: The first phase of a £1.7m
industrial development in Buckie
targeting the offshore wind energy market has been completed.

 Kalmar to support DCT Gdansk
expansion: Kalmar, part of Cargotec, has signed a deal with Deepwater Container Terminal Gdansk
to supply five electrically powered
rubber-tyred gantry cranes. The
order, which also includes the
supply of a spare parts package
for the machines, is scheduled be
delivered in early 2019.

sq.m space for handling
and storage.”
Laurence McDougall,
Managing Director at All
Steels Trading, com Antwerp and Dakar intensify
mented: “PD Ports uncooperation: Antwerp and Dakar
derstands what we need
port authorities are to collaborate
to keep our customers
more closely in the next few
years. In this way Antwerp, one of
on track, it’s an invaluathe largest ports in Europe, seeks
ble partnership. We
to bolster its position on the coast
often have to respond
of West Africa. The Senegalese
quickly to fluctuations in
port of Dakar views the collaboration as a way to position itself as
demand and knowing we
one of the main regional hubs for
can rely on PD Ports to
freight in the region.
handle, store and have
our steel products availFor further information please visit
able on demand adds
the 4AllPorts news pages:
real strength to our cuswww.4allports.com
tomer offer in terms of
efficiency and value.”
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BPA highlights UK’s £1.7bn port pipeline
The British Ports Association (BPA) published
research by infrastructure advisory firm
Moffatt & Nichol which
it claims shows that UK
ports and terminals
have an estimated
£1.7bn of port infrastructure investment in
the development pipeline.
The research is part of
the BPA’s ‘Port Futures’
programme and was
undertaken by Moffatt
& Nichol. It captures
significant schemes all
over the UK and highlights how ports in all
parts of the UK are
investing in new facilities to foster growth in
the UK market.
Mark Simmonds, the
BPA’s Policy Manager
and BPA Port Futures
programme coordinator said: “Ports are

doing their bit but we
rely on Government to
ensure that road and
rail connections from
the port gate are fit for
purpose. The terrestrial
and marine planning
and consenting process
is also cumbersome
and costly and often
holds back or even prevents some sustainable
port development. We
hope that this report
helps Government to
develop an accurate
picture of the investment that industry is
making when developing its policies and
making its own investment decisions regarding infrastructure/
This research demonstrates that UK ports
are investing in new
infrastructure to keep
goods and people moving as efficiently as

possible. The UK ports
industry operates in a
competitive and commercial environment,
independently of Government, so this significant investment is at
no cost to the taxpayer.”
The research was carried out by Joseph Collins, of
Moffatt & Nichol. Commenting on the report,
Joseph said: “This report focusses on developments which have
been announced in the
press in the last
12months and provides
a snapshot of shows
the potential scale of
‘UKports’ investment in
infrastructure. and Despite there being no
guarantee that all of
these projects will be
fully realised, with
greater engagement

between key stakeholders such as Government, the Ports, Investors and Statutory Bodies, the realisation of
these developments
has the best chance of
success. It’s also likely
that there are a many
more privately financed
infrastructure projects
planned or underway
all around the country,
which haven’t been
discussed in public yet.
Together, these projects help ensure that
the 95% of UK trade
that moves through our
ports continues to do
so as efficiently as possible.”
Moffatt & Nichol undertook the assessment using publicly
sourced data taken
from the last 12
months.
The BPA stated that it

will be writing to the
Infrastructure Projects
Authority to ensure
that officials have a
clear picture of industry investment, highlighting significant projects such as Aberdeen’s £350m new
‘south harbour’ project
and the Port of Tyne’s
£38m investment in in
support of an overall
£300m development of
a new biomass plant.
The BPA stated that
there are over a dozen
other significant port
projects listed in the
research. These projects were not included
in the most recent
‘pipeline’ report from
the Infrastructure and
Projects Authority, but
demonstrate great optimism in infrastructure
development and
growth, stated BPA.

Georgia Port Authority breaks ground
The Georgia Ports Authority has broken
ground on its $126.7m
Mason Mega Rail Terminal. The expansion is
expected to increase
the Port of Savannah’s
rail lift capacity to 1
million containers per
year, and open new
markets.
The Mega Rail groundbreaking is the latest in
a series of Gov. Deal’s
signature projects designed to make Georgia
the transportation and
logistics hub of North

America – which include the recent announcement of 50 percent completion of the
Savannah Harbor Expansion Project, a new
inland terminal in
Northwest Georgia,
and a $10bn statewide
transportation improvement plan.
When complete, Garden City Terminal will
have a total of 180,000
feet of rail, 18 working
tracks and the capability of building 10,000foot unit trains on ter-

minal. This will allow
GPA to bring all rail
switching onto the terminal, avoiding the use
of nearly two dozen rail
crossings – including
those on Ga. Highways
21 and 25 -- for improved vehicle traffic
flow.
In the first half of 2018,
work will focus on constructing a pair of rail
bridges that will carry a
total of seven tracks
connecting two existing
intermodal container
transfer facilities. GPA

officials estimate the
new terminal will begin
coming online by the
fall of 2019, with project completion in the
fall of 2020. The Mega
Rail expansion is funded in part by a $44 million U.S. Department of
Transportation
FASTLANE grant administered by the Maritime
Administration.
Garden City Terminal is
already the South Atlantic region’s busiest
intermodal gateway,
handling 38 trains per
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week of import and
export cargo. Once the
Mason Mega Rail terminal is complete, the
Port of Savannah will
have a facility unique
to the U.S. East Coast.
The new rail infrastructure is part of a comprehensive expansion
plan that includes the
harbor deepening, the
single largest ship-toshore crane fleet in
North America, 60 additional yard cranes
and expanding truck
gates.
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DP World uses Navis N4 in Ecuador
DP World will implement the Navis N4 terminal operating system
at its greenfield multipurpose port project in
Ecuador, which is currently under construction. The system is
owned by Navis which
is part of Cargotec Corporation, a provider of
operational technologies for the port industry.
Dubai-based port and
terminal operator DP

World was awarded a
50-year concession
from the Government
of Ecuador to build the
country’s first deepwater port to try help
fuel economic growth
and connect Ecuador
with international markets. DP World estimates the total investment for this project at
US $1.2 billion and
expects to create 500
jobs during the operation of the first phase.

Construction kicked off
in July 2017 for phase
one of the project,
which includes a
750,000 annual TEU
capacity terminal with
a 400-meter deep pier,
4 quay cranes,15 RTGs,
a 20 km road and a
new and safer access
channel to the Guayas
River which is 16 meters deep and 21 nautical miles long. Additionally, a logistics and
industrial park of 100

hectares contiguous to
the port will be developed, which will be a
Special Zone of Economic Development
(ZEDE), representing a
number of opportunities for national and
international companies and will promote
new investments.
As DPW Posorja plans
for a target to go-live
in second half of 2019,
it has tapped Navis as
its TOS provider. As

part of the N4 implementation process,
DPW Posorja will also
utilise Navis’
PrimeRoute, Expert
Decking and AutoStow
optimisation modules.
DP World state it remains committed to
exploring automation
technology and in addition to N4, has implemented an automated
gate to reduce potential
congestion at the gate
and the yard.

DP World invests $350m in African port
DP World secured a 30year concession, with
an option of a further
20-year extension, for
the management and
development of a
greenfield multipurpose port project at
Banana, Democratic
Republic of the Congo.
The Port of Banana will
be the first deep-sea

port in the country
along its coastline,
which currently only
has the riverine port of
Matadi.
DP World will set up a
joint venture with 70%
control, and the government of DRC holding a 30% share, to
manage and invest in
the Port of Banana.

The first phase of the
greenfield project,
with an estimated initial investment of
$350m, will include a
600m quay and 25hectare yard extension
with a container capacity of 350,000 TEU
(twenty-foot equivalent units) and 1.5 million tonnes for general

cargo. Construction is
expected to start in
2018 and is expected
to take approximately
24 months to complete.
DP World state the
initial investment of
$350m will be spread
over 24 months and
the total project cost
of more than $1bn

over four phases will be
dependent on market
demand for the port,
industrial and logistics
zone infrastructure. The
development gives the
Democratic Republic of
the Congo the opportunity to be connected
into global trade lanes,
to have access to a wide
range of global markets.

North Rhine-Westphalia and Port Authority in agreement
The state of North
Rhine-Westphalia
(NRW) and the Port of
Rotterdam Authority
will be working together
to further optimise logistics connections between Rotterdam and
the German hinterland.
During his working visit
to Rotterdam, NRW
Traffic Minister Hendrik
Wüst officially launched
the two parties’ talks
regarding a port agree-

ment.
During his visit, Wüst
met with a number of
people, including Allard
Castelein (CEO of the
Port of Rotterdam Authority) and Emile
Hoogsteden (Vice President, Director of Containers, Breakbulk and
Logistics). They discussed logistics and
industrial activity challenges faced by both
the Port Authority and

NRW. To gain a clear
picture of Rotterdam’s
vast port complex, the
Minister also visited a
number of port areas.
The Traffic Minister’s
visit to Rotterdam
marks the start of talks
regarding an agreement
geared toward the optimisation of the hinterland connections and
the logistics chain. This
port agreement was
already announced in

the coalition agreement
of North RhineWestphalia’s state government. The parties
expect to sign the
agreement after the
summer of 2018.
The port of Rotterdam
is the largest sea port in
Europe. The port owes
this leading position to
its excellent accessibility
for ocean shipping, its
strong intermodal connections and the
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180,000 people who
work in and on behalf of
Rotterdam’s port and
industrial area.
Handling 60% of NRW’s
cargo flows, Rotterdam
ranks as the German
state’s premier sea
port. 2017 saw a strong
increase in Rotterdam’s
container throughput –
by 12.3% compared to
2016. The total cargo
throughput increased
by 1.3% in 2017.
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Antwerp to support Brazilian ports
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More seafaring freight from Norway to Gothenburg
The Port of Gothenburg
has confirmed plans are
in motion to switch a
higher proportion of
freight from Norway to
Gothenburg via sea instead of land. Working
in collaboration with
several North European
ports, the Port of
Gothenburg is hoping to
link up more destinations as part of intermodal collaboration
that will contribute to a
more efficient, climatesmart logistics system.

The shipping company
CLdN operates between
Zeebrugge and Gothenburg. In between, there
is the port of Hirtshals in
Denmark, which is visited on a regular basis by
vessels from Norwegian
ports, including Kristiansand, Larvik, Grenland,
Risavika and Bergen,
along with the ports of
Seydisfjordur in Iceland
and Torshavn in the
Faroe Islands. With
CLdN adding Hirtshals to
the loop between Zee-

brugge and Gothenburg,
conditions have been
created that will allow
more freight to be
transported by sea to
Sweden.
The Port Authority of
Gothenbrug stated that
intra-European ro-ro
traffic to and from the
Gothenburg is looking
healthy, and destinations such as Kiel, Frederikshavn (Stena Line),
Immingham, Grenland,
Ghent (DFDS) and Zeebrugge (CLdN, EML,

SOL) are reporting
growth. According to
the Port Authority, ro-ro
operations has seen an
increase of 10% over
the past year alone,
with the number of
units currently standing
at 593,000.
The newly opened
Arken combi terminal at
the Port of Gothenburg,
which has a higher capacity than the old combi terminal, and is located closer to the port, is
one of the factors that

makes intermodal solutions even more attractive than previously.
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SAL Heavy Lift adds Africa sailing
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