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PD Ports concludes steel investment 

UK port operator PD 

Ports concluded the first 

phase of a multi-million 

pound steel handling 

facility at Groveport in 

partnership with inter-

national steel trader and 

long-standing customer, 

All Steels Trading. 

Construction of the new 

facility, which com-

menced in March, signi-

fies the largest single 

investment in the last 

decade at Groveport. 

The contract for con-

struction of the new fa-

cility, specifically de-

signed for the handling 

of high quality steel 

products, was awarded 

on a design and build 

basis to Scunthorpe-

based Civil Engineering 

and Building Contractors, 

BH Construction Co Ltd. 

This investment is the 

first of two phases and 

is part of a long-term 

partnership with valued 

customer All Steels 

Trading. PD Ports’ team 

handles, stores and pre-

pares the steel trader’s 

products, ensuring they 

are available on de-

mand. Operations at the 

facility, which offers 

direct quay access, com-

menced early Novem-

ber. 

Phase 2 of the project, 

which brings All Steels 

Trading’s footprint at 

Groveport to over 

300,000 sq. ft., is now 

underway and will 

include the full inte-

gration of existing and 

new internal infra-

structure. The facility 

is expected to official-

ly open in Spring 

2020. 

 

Geoff Lippitt, PD Ports’ 

Group Business Devel-

opment Director, said: 

“To be recognised as 

All Steels Trading’s UK 

port of choice beyond 

2035 is something we 

are incredibly proud 

of. Our partnership is 

built on mutual re-

spect as individual 

market leaders and a 

shared commitment 

to deliver the very best 

service levels to cus-

tomers.“ 

¶ ABP Invests £2.3m in New 

Crane:  Associated British Ports  

has invested £2.3 million in a 

new crane at the Port of New-

port. The new machine, a 

Mantsinen 120M materials 

handler, is fitted with a HybriLift 

energy storage system that will 

decrease energy consumption 

by 35%. The crane was pur-

chased through Cooper Special-

ised Handling who are an exclu-

sive UK distributor of 

Mantsinen hydraulic cranes.  

¶ ORE Catapult plans Humber 

expansion: The Offshore Re-

newable Energy (ORE) Catapult 

has announced expansion plans 

in the Humber, including a 

commitment to open a base of 

operations in Grimsby, with 

aims of creating 50 to 70 jobs in 

the region over the next 10 

years. The Catapult is already 

an active member of Aura, a 

regional partnership of industry 

and academic organisations 

operating in the UK’s offshore 

wind sector. 

¶ Work begins on a £7.8 million 

lock gate project at Cardiff and 

Swansea Ports: Associated 

British Ports has begun a £7.8 

million project to replace and 

refurbish lock gates at its ports 

in Cardiff and Swansea. The 

Port of Cardiff is currently hav-

ing its outer lock gates re-

placed. The old outer lock gates 

are then being refurbished and 

installed into the middle posi-

tion; as the existing middle 

gates are at the end of their 

life. At the port of Swansea, the 

inner lock gates will both be 

replaced with new gates. Work 

will be completed at both ports 

in December 2019. 

¶ Port of Blyth's new turbine 

stands: The Port of Blyth has 

installed a Vestas V47 turbine 

at Bates terminal. It is part of a 

£1 million investment in train-

ing provision aimed at the 

offshore energy sector.  The 

turbine features a duplicate 

nacelle unit for safer use with 

trainees, while the original 

nacelle is located at ground 

level for technical training. 

¶  

News in brief 

Port of Cheshire offers up 1 million sq ft development site 

One of the largest devel-

opment sites in North 

West England has gone 

on the market for indus-

trial occupiers. 

Port Cheshire, which sits 

between the Manches-

ter Ship Canal and junc-

tion 7 on the M53, is the 

only permitted site in 

the region with the po-

tential for a single 1 

million sq ft building. 

Peel Ports bought the 

site ten years ago, when 

Bridgewater Paper 

closed. It decommis-

sioned the paper mill, 

cleared the site and 

began preparing it for 

port-related uses. 

A launch event at the 

site in November was 

attended by more than 

forty property agents, 

underlining the poten-

tial of the develop-

ment. JLL and B8RE 

are the retained 

agents advising Peel 

Ports. 

The site is suitable for 

distribution, manufac-

turing, processing or 

open storage. Port-

related permits are in 

place allowing for im-

mediate development 

for specific uses. Peel 

Ports is open to various 

options for occupiers, 

including design and 

build, plot sales, lease-

hold or freehold. 

As well as a shipping 

berth, the site has a 

direct rail link and mo-

torway junction access. 

Significant gas, water, 

drainage and electric 

supplies remain from 

previous use. There is 

an existing CHP plant 

on-site. 

Other occupiers nearby 

include Vauxhall, Re-

gatta, Honeywell and 

Johnson Controls. 

There is a working pop-

ulation of 1.9million 

within a 45 minute 

drive. 
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Peel Ports and Atlantic Container Line ink 15 year agreement 

 Mammoet has formed 

an agreement with Port 

of Coeymans Marine 

Terminal, owned and 

operated by Carver 

Companies, in Coey-

mans, New York. The 

collaboration allows 

Mammoet access to the 

port’s 400-acre marine 

terminal facility located 

along the Hudson River 

100 miles North of 

New York City and 10 

miles South of Albany, 

NY. 

 

Over the years, Mam-

moet has used the 

port during the execu-

tion of local projects 

such as the roll-off 

operation of a fully 

assembled heat recov-

ery steam generator 

module, and the Willis 

Avenue Bridge. With 

the agreement, Mam-

moet is offering stor-

age options, load in 

and load out options, 

local barge supply, 

assistance with off-

shore wind endeavors 

and local projects in 

the East USA area. 

Mammoet’s CC 2800, a 

660 ton capacity crawl-

er crane, is located at 

the port to facilitate 

heavy lift services in-

side the port facility, 

and auxiliary equip-

ment for staging and 

storage is also available 

on site. 

Carver Companies also 

owns port facilities in 

Charleston, SC, Brayton 

Point, MA and Port 

Manatee, FL. In addi-

tion, Mammoet has sim-

ilar existing partnerships 

with the Port of Free-

port and Theodore In-

dustrial Port. 

Mammoet inks agreement for Port of Coeymans Marine Terminal 

Atlantic Container Line 

(ACL), a Grimaldi Group 

Company, has agreed a 

new 15-year contract 

extension for container 

and roll-on/roll-off op-

erations at the Port of 

Liverpool until 2035. 

ACL is one of the larg-

est ocean carriers oper-

ating at Liverpool’s 

Royal Seaforth Contain-

er Terminal (RSCT) and 

the port’s longest serv-

ing container carrier.  

Peel Ports Group is 

making a significant 

investment at RSCT to 

accommodate ACL’s 

new fleet of G4 vessels, 

which are registered in 

the UK and fly the Red 

Ensign. The passage 

entrance into the Sea-

forth Basin has been 

widened by 28 metres 

to allow safe access for 

the large G4 vessels 

into the terminal. In 

addition, Peel Ports is 

investing in two Ship-to

-Shore (STS) cranes 

with increased height 

and reach, adding ca-

pacity to the dedicated 

vehicle storage area to 

handle ACL’s growing 

cargo requirements. 

The overall project ex-

pected to be complet-

ed during 2021. 

ACL ships over 125,000 

units of containers, 

cars and RORO machin-

ery per annum calling 

at Liverpool twice each 

week. Liverpool con-

nects ACL’s customers 

in the British industrial 

heartland, Scotland 

and Ireland with North 

America.  

Mark Whitworth, Chief 

Executive of Peel Ports, 

said: “This is a huge 

vote of confidence in us 

as a port and a compa-

ny, and we’re delighted 

to be continuing our 

commercial partnership 

with ACL into the long-

er term. Liverpool’s 

strategic position 

makes it a prime gate-

way for transatlantic 

trade and will continue 

to be instrumental as 

confidence in North 

American trade grows. 

The investment we’ll be 

making in the new STS 

cranes will help other 

customers as well as 

ACL.” 

Gianluca Grimaldi, 

President of the Gri-

maldi Group comment-

ed: “It gives me great 

pleasure to make this 

extended Agreement 

with the Mersey Docks 

and Harbour Company. 

This agreement signi-

fies the long-standing 

partnership with our 

daughter company, 

ACL. “ 

Major milestone achieved in new ro-ro terminal construction for Tilbury2 

A 360-tonne bridge has 

been lifted into place 

as part of construction 

of a new port for the 

South East, Tilbury2. 

The steel bridge was 

towed 135 nautical 

miles from Rotterdam 

to the Tilbury2 site – a 

process which took 24 

hours – before it was 

lifted into place. The 

approach bridge is the 

first of three compo-

nents to be installed 

over the next few 

months to create a Roll 

On – Roll Off facility 

into the new terminal 

currently under con-

struction by GRAHAM. 

The steel bridge, meas-

uring 54m x 15m x 5m. 

It was transported by 

the HAPO pontoon H-

332 and supporting 

tug. The Port of London 

(PLA) pilots were on 

board when entering 

the Thames Estuary 

and remained with 

GRAHAM throughout 

the lifting operations. 

Following closely be-

hind in convoy was the 

MATADOR 3 seagoing 

floating sheerleg crane 

with a lifting capacity 

of 1,800 tonnes, again 

with a supporting tug. 

The Tilbury2 project 

consists of the con-

struction of a new port 

terminal and associat-

ed facilities on land at 

the former Tilbury 

Power Station on the 

north bank of the River 

Thames at Tilbury. 

When operational in 

Spring 2020, Tilbury2 

will be the UK’s largest 

unaccompanied freight 

ferry port, the coun-

try’s biggest construc-

tion processing hub 

and will see the crea-

tion of a new larger rail 

head which can accom-

modate the longest 

freight trains of 775m. 

The project is central to 

the Port of Tilbury’s £1 

billion investment pro-

gramme during 2012-

20, which has seen it 

double the size of its 

business in the past 10 

years and is projected 

to double the volume 

of cargo across the 

quay (from 16 million 

to 32 million tonnes) 

and increase direct 

employment (from 

3,500 to 12,000 jobs) 

over the next 10-15 

years. 
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A joint venture between 

DP World Terminal Link 

- PortSynergy Group 

(GMP) - has been 

awarded the service 

concession for the con-

struction and operation 

of berths 11 and 12 at 

Port 2000 in Le Havre. 

GMP will now invest in 

two new container 

berths spanning across 

700 metres. 

 

The new terminal repre-

sents an additional op-

erational capacity of 1 

DP World-Terminal Link Joint Venture secures Le Havre concession 

million TEUs and will 

include a 700-meter-

long quay and a 42-

hectare site. The con-

cession agreement is 

for a term of 34 years, 

including two years of 

studies and design, 

two years of civil engi-

neering work and 30 

years of operation. 

GMP will make signifi-

cant investments in 

the development of 

this new terminal, 

modernising it to sup-

port trade growth. 

The new berths are 

envisaged to include 

new equipment to 

service large container 

vessels, creating a ter-

minal with smarter 

trade-enabling solu-

tions to increase 

productivity and great-

ly enhance its service 

capability and quality 

including a 35-hectares 

stacking area, a direct 

rail access into the 

hinterland and a 7-

hectare area dedicated 

to buildings and oper-

ating infrastructures. 

Louis Jonquiere, Man-

aging Director of GMP, 

said: "The signing 

marks a new chapter in 

our partnership with 

the Port of Le Havre. 

The addition of the two 

new berths will enable 

us to secure more vol-

ume and provide high-

efficiency services. As a 

major hub port, the 

expansion in the termi-

nal will facilitate the 

capture of more vol-

ume from the trade, 

benefitting from the 

momentum that has 

built in the region". 

 

"We aim to enable 

smarter trade and cre-

ate a much stronger 

economic engine for the 

national and regional 

market. By investing 

further in the terminal, 

GMP is driving economic 

development for the 

region and generating 

career opportunities for 

the local population."  

Triton Knoll construction team sets up headquarters 

The Offshore Construc-

tion Services (OCS) 

team for the Triton 

Knoll offshore wind 

farm has moved into 

new facilities at Grims-

by’s Royal Dock, estab-

lishing headquarters for 

offshore construction. 

The OCS base will man-

age the offshore techni-

cians, crews and scores 

of specialist vessels 

including Service Oper-

ations Vessels and 

Crew Transfer Vessels 

which are to arrive on 

site from Q1 2020. 

Triton Knoll is continu-

ing to recruit for va-

cancies on the project, 

which will also be 

based out of the new 

Grimsby facilities. 

the east of England, 

Triton Knoll is being 

constructed by innogy, 

on behalf of its project 

partners. Innogy is also 

responsible for long-

term maintenance. 

The wind farm will 

feature 90 MHI Vestas 

V164-9.5 MW turbines 

mounted on monopile 

foundations connected 

by over 100km of ca-

Triton Knoll is also pro-

gressing with the con-

struction of the larger 

Operations & Mainte-

nance base office and 

separate warehousing 

facilities, from where 

we will manage the 

long term operations 

of the project.  

Located 32km off the 

coast of Lincolnshire in 

bling. The wind farm will 

enter offshore construc-

tion in the first half of 

2020 with first power 

anticipated in 2021. 

Once fully operational, it 

will be capable of gener-

ating enough renewable 

energy to power the 

equivalent of over 

800,000 typical UK 

households. 

Forth Ports reveals Port of Dundee investment 

Forth Ports has an-

nounced a £40 million 

investment in the Port 

of Dundee in response 

to the decision by de-

velopers of Neart na 

Gaoithe to use the port 

as the projects con-

struction hub. Last week 

(28 November 

2019), Neart na 

Gaoithe reached finan-

cial close and Irish ener-

gy company ESB ac-

quired a 50% stake. The 

450 MW wind farm is 

expected to be opera-

tional by 2023, and the 

total investment re-

quired to deliver the 

project is estimated to 

be in the region of £1.8 

billion. Construction of 

components is now 

underway, and off-

shore construction will 

start in June 2020. 

 

All the project’s 54 

turbines will be assem-

of the domestic prop-

erties in a city the size 

of Edinburgh, and dis-

place 400,000 tons of 

CO2 annually. 

 

It was awarded a CfD 

by LCCC in February 

2015, with a strike 

price of £114.39/

MWh. Developer 

Mainstream Renewa-

ble Power isin the pro-

cess of progressing 

towards financial 

bled at the Port of 

Dundee before being 

sailed to the site. Forth 

Ports’ £40m invest-

ment will go towards 

two new quaysides in 

Dundee and resurfac-

ing of between 25 and 

40 acres of land. 

 

When fully operation-

al, Neart na Gaoithe is 

expected to generate 

electricity for around 

375,000 homes, or all 

close, with work ex-

pected to start on the 

project in 2020 and the 

first commercial supply 

of electricity in 

2023. Once fully opera-

tional, it is expected to 

generate electricity for 

around 375,000 homes, 

or all of the domestic 

properties in a city the 

size of Edinburgh, and 

displace 400,000 tons of 

CO2 annually.  


