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20 port authorities ink declaration to support fight against COVID-19

Recognising that the
maritime sector plays a
critical role in keeping
trade flows open in the
global fight against
COVID-19, 20 members
of the Port Authorities
Roundtable (PAR) from
Asia, Europe, Middle
East and North America
came together to declare their commitment
to ensuring their ports
remain open amidst the
current pandemic.
The declaration, initiated by Singapore, calls

for port authorities to
collaborate and share
best practices in ensuring that port operations can remain undisrupted.
Maritime Port Authority of Singapore (MPA),
Chief Executive, Ms
Quah Ley Hoon, said:
“As the world battles
with the COVID-19
pandemic, it has never
been more critical to
keep our ports open
and goods moving.
Shipping is chartering

into many unknowns
and new challenges.
Port authorities have
to take enhanced
precautions for their
ports and on ships, as
well as manage the
stress faced by our
seafarers and maritime personnel. We
have come together
to make a declaration
of our commitment,
exchange experiences
and share best practices. This virtual declaration by members countries across different
geographical regions is
also a first for the PAR.
We came out of the
session gaining more
valuable knowledge to
ensure that necessities
and essential medical
supplies continue to be
transported seamlessly
across the world and
into our respective
countries.”
Through this joint dec-

laration, the signatories aim to ensure that:


Merchant ships can
continue to berth
at port terminals to
carry out cargo
operations and
keep the global
supply chain going;



Best practices are
adopted, according
to national circumstances, including
precautionary
measures for the
shipping community, advisories and
assistance for shore
personnel and ship
crew, and safe handling of cargoes
during this period;
and



Port authorities
continue to share
experiences in
combating COVID19 while safeguarding unimpeded
maritime trade.

News in brief:


Tank Terminal handed over:
Visser & Smit Hanab has handed over the subsea pipelines to
HES Hartel Tank Terminal, a
project of HES International
B.V.. These underground pipelines connect the HES Hartel
Tank Terminal at the
Maasvlakte site in the Port of
Rotterdam with the nearby
refinery of energy major BP.
The completion of this part of
the project represents another
step forward in the development of the 1.3 million cbm
liquid bulk storage terminal.



Operating profit was
EUR 26 million (EUR 51
million 2019) and the
company recorded a

net income of EUR 11
million compared to
EUR million 31 in 2019.
On 27 March 2020,
Cargotec updated its
outlook for 2020 due to
the coronavirus pandemic and related political decisions and
administrative restrictions. In the current exceptional situation Cargotec estimated that it is not able to

give a guidance for the
year 2020. Cargotec
expects to publish a
new guidance at a later
date.
The company stated
that in the second
quarter, there are significant challenges in
relation to deliveries
and demand. Cargotec
estimates a significant
decline in orders, sales,
comparable operating

profit and cash flow in
the second quarter
compared to the second quarter of 2019.
During the first weeks
of April 2020, Cargotec’s orders received
have significantly decreased from the comparison period. Due to
the challenging operating environment,
visibility towards the
end of the year is currently weak.
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UK government extends Freeports consultation: An extension has been granted to the
Freeports consultation as a
result of Covid-19. The consultation was launched in February
was expected to run until 20
April 2020. The deadline for
feedback was pushed back to
13 July 2020. The government
noted that it will consider a
further extension if it feels
stakeholders have not had
adequate opportunity to fully
engage with the consultation
before 13 July.



ABP and Suffolk County Council form Third Crossing agreement: Associated British Ports
has formed an agreement with
Suffolk County Council in relation to Lake Lothing Third
Crossing project. This agreement addresses ABP’s concerns
about the impacts of the project on port operations and
marine safety. ABP has written
to the Secretary of State for
Transport, formally withdrawing its objections to the project.

Cargotec reports poor visibility in the challenging environment
Cargo handling solutions and service provider Cargotec has published its 2020 interim
report. The company
reported that its orders
decreased by 24 percent and totalled EUR
781 million (EUR 1,022
million in 2019).

Subsea pipelines for HES Hartel



Port of Antwerp tests smart
bracelet to prevent corona
infection: Port of Antwerp is
teaming up with the tech company Rombit to prevent corona
infection on the workfloor.
Rombit has developed the
Romware Covid Radius, a digital
bracelet that ensures social
distancing and permits contact
tracing. Port of Antwerp will be
the first to use this bracelet.

For further information please visit
the 4AllPorts news pages:
www.4allports.com 1
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UK Government package to protect ferry freight routes
The UK Government has
issued a multi-millionpound support package
to ferry routes between
Great Britain and Northern Ireland which aims
ensure critical freight
can continue to move
into and across the Union during the COVID-19
pandemic. It follows an
announcement earlier
this month from the
Republic of Ireland of a
€15m ferry route support package.
The £17 million funding
package includes support for the ferry services running between
Cairnryan and Larne and
Cairnryan and Belfast.

The package is being
funded by the UK Government and the
Northern Ireland Executive. It will be made
available to operators
so that they can continue running freight
services on five sea
routes between Great
Britain and Northern
Ireland during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

goods."

UK Transport Secretary
Grant Shapps
said: "Essential supplies are continuing to
flow well, but operators are facing challenges as fewer people
travelling means less
capacity to move

Secretary of State for
Scotland Alister Jack,
said: "We have been
clear that the UK Government will do what is
necessary to protect
our economy during
the current Coronavirus pandemic. That

"Today’s action will
help ensure we have
the freight capacity we
need across the UK.
This funding will help
ferry operators protect
our supply chain and
maintain the flow of
critical goods across
the Irish Sea and
throughout the Union."

includes safeguarding
the essential ferry
routes between Scotland and Northern Ireland.
"I know just how vital
the busy services in
and out of Cairnryan
are. It is essential we
keep them going for
the economies of both
Northern Ireland and
the South West of
Scotland."
The UK Government’s
Department for
Transport has also announced that thousands of volunteers,
vehicles, aircraft and
ships from the

transport sector have
been placed on standby
in a new “Transport
Support Unit” to assist
frontline responders
during the crisis across
the whole of the UK.
The Department for
Transport has placed
thousands of volunteers, vehicles, aircraft
and ships from the
transport sector on
standby in a new
“Transport Support
Unit” to assist frontline
responders during the
crisis across the whole
of the UK. Ferry routes
in particular are critical
to the UK’s supply of
food, groceries and certain medical products.

Port of Blyth starts £3 million terminal redevelopment
The Port of Blyth has
commenced a £3 million major construction
project at one of its
terminals. It was funded and programmed
prior to COVID-19, and
will see the reconstruction and strengthening
of the quay on the
Bates Terminal site as
well as a kilometre of
new roadway being
installed to with the
aim of improving access, and considerable
earthworks to level the
development site.
Once completed, the
works are expected to
unlock 6Ha of prime
quayside land on-site
and to provide an additional heavy lift quay.
The redevelopment

project is expected to
generate interest from
a range of sectors, including offshore wind,
renewables and liquid
bulks.
The principle contract
for the Bates Terminal
works has been awarded to County Durham
civil engineering firm
Hall Construction, with
the project expected to
be completed by November 2020.
It follows news earlier
this month that the
Northumberland Strategic Planning Committee approved a
planning application
from the Port of Blyth
for a Bates Terminal
expansion project.

The application was
submitted
as part of a
£20m fiveyear investment plan.
With the
plans now
in place for
its commercial expansion, it aims
to see an
Image source: Port of Blyth
increase in
both marine and propon the former Blyth
erty related revenues.
Power Station site on
the north side of the
The terminal redevelriver. The Port of Blyth
opment comes at a
stated that it has seen
time when Blyth’s Eninterest in the site from
ergy Central partnerseveral operators in
ship is approaching
the offshore wind incompletion of the
dustry.
£32m Northumberland
Designed to create the
Energy Park (phase 1)
an for inward invest-
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ment from the offshore
and renewable energy
sectors, Energy Central
is a collaboration between Port of Blyth,
Advance Northumberland, Northumberland
County Council and
Offshore Energy Renewable (ORE) Catapult.
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Amsterdam looking develop new energy hub
The dredge sludge depot at the former
Averijhaven near
IJmuiden will soon be
developed into an energy port. A partnership
covenant for the new
facility has been
signed by the Ministry
of Infrastructure and
Water Management,
the Province of North
Holland, the Municipality of Velsen, Tata Steel,
IJmuiden Seaport and
Port of Amsterdam.
In the coming years,
wind farms are to be
developed in the North
Sea and the Energy Port
aims to support these

developments by
providing an base for
their construction and
operation. This includes the Hollandse
Kust
West and IJmuiden
Ver offshore wind
zones off the Dutch
coast.
The Energy Port is located on the sea side
of the North Sea Canal,
right before the
IJmuiden lock complex.
Tata Steel has made an
industrial estate of five
hectares for the energy port. It is also is
allowing land access to
the Energy Port

through its site in Velsen North. This will
enable the movement
of personnel and access for emergency
services.
The Energy Port will
have an area of over
15 hectares in total .
Both the existing acreage of the Averijhaven
as well as the adjacent
Tata Steel site of 5
hectares will be used
to create a public port
area for offshore wind.
In the port area a quay
will be installed of 580
metres – 200 metres
as heavy duty facility
with 12.5 metre water

depth, and 380 metres
standard facility with
10 metre water depth.
Right now, the Energy
Port is a Dutch government-owned dredge
sludge depot. In order
to transform this depot into a port area,
the Dutch DirectorateGeneral for Public
Works and Water
Management will have
to clear it out first. In
tandem with this necessary work, a study of
the effects of constructing the Energy
Port on the environment will be carried
out by means of an

Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA). A fundamental requirement
is that the facility must
fit within existing environmental guidelines.
Commercial operation
of the Energy Port will
be run by Port of Amsterdam and IJmuiden
Seaport on behalf of the
other covenant partners. This commercial
operation is in line with
the strategic goals envisioned by both port authorities in terms of
playing an active role in
the national energy
transition.

APM Terminals Valencia certified as Authorised Economic Operator
APM Terminals Valencia
received the internationally recognised security status, Authorized Economic Operator
for customs simplification (AEOC) from the EU
last month.
The aim of the AEO program is to enhance in-

ternational supply
chain security and to
facilitate legitimate
trade, is open to all
supply chain actors
The certification results in simpler customs procedures, fewer physical and document-based controls,

and priority treatment
if selected for control.
The terminal also complies with all the safety
requirements established in the International Code for the
Protection of Ships and
Port Facilities (ISPS).
The AEO certification

process required the
terminals to align a
number of procedures
to the requirements
established by the European Economic Community.
APM Terminals Valencia’s rail terminal,
which connects direct-

ly with the national network connecting it to
Iberian Peninsula, received AEO certification
in 2016. It offers daily
trains to the Madrid
area and other regular
connections with the
main logistics areas of
the country.

Rhenus expands container store at Wilhelmshaven
Rhenus Midgard is enlarging its current container store at the
JadeWeserPort Freight
Village. The building
work is starting at the
beginning of April and is
due to be completed
this summer.
The 'Freight Village' is

located right next to
the container terminal
in Wilhelmshaven. This
store was opened at
the beginning of July
2017. The storage
space is now being
extended by one third
to approx. 4,000
square metres.

“We’re growing with
our customers; they’ll
have more storage
space at the Freight
Village in Wilhelmshaven in future. The container store forms one
element in the services
that we provide for
containers. They not
only include storage,

but also stripping and
stuffing, the containerisation of project loads
as well as freight forwarding and customs
clearance,” says
Matthias Schrell, Managing Director of
Rhenus Midgard Wilhelmshaven.
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The additional space will
be designed to store
hazardous goods containers like the current
storage facility. The customers using the site
include freight forwarders and shipping companies as well as firms in
the chemical and food
industries.
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EnBW setting up Danish base for Baltic 2
EnBW Energie BadenWürttemberg AG
(EnBW) has announced
that its Baltic 2 offshore
wind farm project is to
be serviced from August
2020 from the Danish
port of Klintholm on the
island of Møn. Until
now, the company’s
service team – up to 25
in number – have travelled from Rostock to a
hotel vessel close to the
wind farm.
A hotel and a service

building are now being
constructed in Klintholm, from where the
employees will be ferried to the wind farm
in the mornings and
evenings during their
two-week duty roster.
The 80 Siemens SWT3.6-120 wind turbines
have been supplying
some 340,000 households with renewable
electricity since 2015.
Located in German
territorial waters with

depths ranging from
23 to 44 metres, the
wind farm is about 40
km east of Møns Klint,
close to the meeting
point of the Danish,
Swedish and German
maritime borders.
EnBW, their operator,
will consequently be
relocating a large part
of its operating team
from Rostock to
Møn. Baltic 2 will continue to be controlled,
however, by remote
data link from the con-

trol room in Barhöft,
Mecklenburg.

from a Dutch shipping
company.

The German technicians will continue to
be ferried from Rostock for their twoweek tours of duty.
From August, however,
rather than disembarking onto a hotel vessel,
they will be brought to
Klintholm. They will
commute from the
port on Sun
Light and Moon Light,
two crew transfer vessels (CTVs) chartered

The hotel to accommodate the service team is
scheduled to open in
August. The service
building in the port area
is scheduled for completion as early as July,
when the first spare
parts will be taken into
storage there. Both
buildings are rented out
under contract for at
least ten years, thus
ensuring a long-term
commitment.
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