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Port Oostende is chosen by ECA Group for their new factory
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ECA Group, expert in
robotics, automated
systems, simulation and
industrial processes, will
establish its new factory
in the port of Oostende.
From there, drone systems will be built for the
Belgian and Dutch navies. This is part of the
contract for 12 minehunters.
In 2016, the BelgianDutch Navy decided to
buy 16 vessels: 4 frigates (2 for each country)
and 12 minehunters (6

for each country). Belgium negotiated the
contract for the minehunters. The Belgian
Navy is known worldwide as the expert in
removing mines to
make waterways safer.
The Belgian Navy
chose the consortium
Belgium Naval & Robotics as the winner.
That consortium consists of Naval Group
and ECA Group. They
will work with many
Belgian partners and
suppliers. Technology

company ECA
Robotics Belgium, a subsidiary of the
French ECA
Group, is responsible for
the assembly of
the new generation of maritime drones.
These drones
are the core of
the innovative minehunter concept as conceived by the Belgian
and Dutch navies and
will be assembled in
the new factory to be
built in Oostende.
Port Oostende grants
ECA Robotics Belgium a
concession on the exBeliard site in the port
area. On this site, a
5000 m² drone factory
will be built which
should be operational
in early 2022. Initially,
ECA Robotics Belgium

is looking for engineers
for all its Belgian
branches. Moreover,
technical and worker
profiles are recruited
specifically for the factory in Oostende; up to
70 persons are being
sought over a period of
2 to 3 years.
"Since its creation in
1936, the ECA Group
has been at the forefront of innovation,"
says Steven Luys, Chief
Executive Officer of
ECA Robotics Belgium.
"ECA Group develops
complete, innovative
technological solutions
to detect and remove
mines. We already
supply 30 navies
worldwide and thus we
help to make waterways safer. We are
delighted to be able to
build our factory in the
Port of Oostende, close
to the Navy and with

ABP inks long-term King's Lynn agreement
Associated British
Port’s (ABP) Port of
King’s Lynn has
signed a long-term
contract with Goldstar Metal Traders, a
scrap metal specialist
in Norfolk. Servicing
a wide range of factory premises, demolition sites and waste
transfer facilities,
Goldstar Metal Traders deploy over 400
skips and containers
currently in service

throughout the Midlands and East Anglia.

continue to power the
region’s prosperous
future.”

Kim Kennedy, Port
Manager at the
King’s Lynn, said:
“We have enjoyed
working with Goldstar
since 2017 as they
are the leading scrap
metal specialist in
East Anglia. This new
deal is great news for
the region because it
means that we will

Operating from Berth
16 at the Port of
King’s Lynn, Goldstar
export ferrous and
non-ferrous metals to
central Europe and
the Baltic states.
Ben Ward, Managing
Director, Goldstar
Metal Traders, said:
“Due to its location

and great transport
links, the Port of
King’s Lynn is a natural choice for us
when it comes to exporting scrap metal to
destinations across
Europe. We’re
pleased to have completed this new deal
and look forward to
continuing our productive relationship
with ABP in the coming years.”
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News in brief:


Medway timber investment
opens for business: A new
facility for UK timber trade has
opened up on the River Medway in Kent following a £27m
investment by operators Peel
Ports. The site at Wellmarsh
provides scope for storage,
processing and handling of all
timber types. The facility is
based at the Port of Sheerness,
which is the largest terminal of
its kind in the UK, handling 1.1
million tonnes of timber and
forest products a year.



TMA Logistics to support Windpark Fryslân: TMA Logistics has
been commissioned by Siemens
Gamesa Renewables Energy
(SGRE) to provide the transhipment and transhipment of wind
turbines for Windpark Fryslân.
All foundation piles are produced in Rostock, Germany.
They weigh 220,000 kilos each
and are approximately 42 meters long. For TMA Logistics,
this means that at least 100,000
m2 of land and 400 meters of
quay will be occupied during of
construction.



Hapag-Lloyd, Maersk and MSC
ink agreement: German shipping company Hapag-Lloyd has
announced plans to expand its
product offering on the AsiaNorth Europe trade starting in
March 2020. The company has
signed a space charter agreement with Maersk and MSC
that will give it access to selected services of 2M. The addition
of these services are expected
to enable Hapag-Lloyd to offer
an even higher frequency of
weekly departures and more
routing options as well as to
directly serve additional ports
with high schedule reliability. In
the upcoming weeks, the compnay will provide you with additional details about these services.

For further information please visit
the 4AllPorts news pages:
www.4allports.com
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Konecranes Automated RTGs to three European container terminals
. Konecranes has signed
contracts with Yilport
for the delivery of Automated RTG systems to
three of Yilport’s European container terminals, two in Portugal
and one in Sweden. The
order was booked in
December 2019.
The systems will be built
as extensions to the

container yards of Yilport’s Gävle container
terminal in Sweden
and the Liscont and
Leixões terminals in
Portugal. Each system
will have four Remote
Operating Stations
(ROSs).
Robert Yuksel Yildirim,
President and CEO of
Yildirim Group, which

owns Yilport, said:
“Konecranes have a
very solid and good
reputation for their
reliable, automated eRTG cranes. Since 6 of
these e-RTG cranes are
going to be used in
Sweden and 12 in Portugal, we believe
Konecranes’ technical
support will be key in
our decision to choose

Konecranes.”
The 18 Konecranes
ARTGs on order are
fully electric machines
powered by busbar
systems. They are 16wheel machines stacking 1-over-6 high and 7
containers + truck lane
wide in Gävle and
Liscont, and 6 containers + truck lane wide in

Leixões. They will be
equipped with the
Konecranes Active Load
Control (ALC) system,
which is designed to
eliminate container
sway and enables highly
productive automated
operation. They will also
be equipped with a suite
of smart features under
the supervised operation concept.

Cryostar and KC LNG to build Antwerp LNG facility
Cryostar and KC LNG
have been awarded the
contract for building an
LNG ship bunkering
and truck fuelling facility at the Port of Antwerp. The project developers are Fluxys,
G&V, Titan LNG and
Rolande.
Cryostar and KC LNG
are set to commission
the LNG facility in the

first quarter of 2020.
The facility will allow
the project partners to
widen the LNG fuelling
options at quay
526/528 in the port of
Antwerp, where currently truck-to-ship
bunkering is offered.
LNG-powered inland
waterway ships will be
able to dock at quay
526/528 for bunkering
from a fixed storage

unit while LNG powered trucks will be able
to refuel at the facility
as well.
"We are proud to be
part of delivering this
solution with some of
the leading LNG players
in Europe. We think
that this project is yet
another testament to
the rapid development
of the LNG market.

Easily accessible and
affordable LNG is in
high demand, and we
want to be at the forefront with more solutions that accommodate this demand,"
commented Frej Olsen,
Head of Group, LNG
MAKEEN Energy
Furthermore, mid-2020
the FlexFueler002 LNG
bunkering barge will

become operational in
the greater Antwerp
port area Ship-to-Ship
LNG bunkering on a
larger scale.
With the increasing
focus on sustainability
and green solutions,
the reduction of harmful emissions offered
by LNG is an attractive
feature for more and
more companies.

Port of Rotterdam researches Geothermal energy
Shell Geothermal BV
and the Port of Rotterdam Authority are together investigating the
possibilities for geothermal energy in the
Port of Rotterdam’s
western section. The
two companies have
received an exploration
permit from the DutchMinistry of Economic
Affairs for the investigation into the feasibility of the project .

heat derived within the
sub-surface of the
earth. Water and/or
steam carry
the geothermal energy to the Earth's surface.
The subsurface has
been mapped out recent years as part of
the Ultra-Deep Geothermal Energy (UDG)
green deal. Obtaining
the exploration permit
means that Shell and

the Port Authority will
have time in the coming years to further
detail their plans, with
the aim of developing
geothermal energy
projects in the port’s
western section.
The focus in the course
of the coming two
years will be on making
agreements with potential geothermal energy purchasers, detailing the costs, determining a potential location

for test drilling and an
investigation into how
the infrastructure
could look. It is also
essential that geothermal energy can compete with energy from
other sources. Test and
other drillings are not
required at this point.
Industry in Rotterdam
consumes a lot of energy. If geothermal heat
can be brought to the
surface as hot water, it
can serve as a good

Geothermal energy is
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renewable source of
energy, particularly for
the production of
steam for industry.
Moreover, once slightly
cooled following use by
industry, the water can
be used to heat homes
via a regional network.
Shell and the Port Authority will involve EBN
(Energy Beheer Nederland) in the detailing of
the plans for the project.
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